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| CURSORY REMARKS on the Covz of GENTOO LAWS, 


PUBLISHED BY THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 
and on the Original SHanscriTTA LAancvace in which they are written. 


TO WHICH Is ADDED, 


A DISSERTATION, by MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS, 


| ON THE | | 
UriLiTyY and IMPORTANCE of the ORIENTAL LANGUAGES. 


There was a Wight of mongrel kind, 

Cleric before, and Lay behind ; 

A lawleſs linſey-woolſey Brother, 

Half of one order, hall another: 

As if Hypocrifie and Nonſenſe 

Had got th* advowſon of his conſcience ; 
For we are beſt of all led to 

Men's principles, by what they da,  HuDiBRas. 


| Is not there Humour and Satire in Sir Joſhua's reducing the fwwaggering and coloſſal 
haughtineſs of Henry the 8th to the boyifþ jollity of Maſter Crewe? 


Advertiſement to Mr. H. Walpole's 4th Vol. of his Anecdotes 


of Painting in England, p. vii. 


If a man of inferior caſt and inferior abilities to any perſon tuell ſtilled in any profeſſion, 
mould fay to him by way of ſetting off his own excellence, © You have in fact no 
4c ſkill whatever,” in that caſe the magiſtrate ſhall fine him four hundred Puns of 
 Cowries, - Code of Gentoo Laws, ch. 15. ſect. 2. 


By the Author of the Hzrortc ErisrIR and Herorc ApDREss, 


to 2 ſame Reverend Pęrſonage. 
Two Chantries, where the ſad and ſolemn prieſts 
Sing ſtill for Kichard's foul, SHAKE8P, Hen. 5. 
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7 HE following Treatiſe, which ſome may term a Jeu d'eſprit, or 
Gentoo bagatelle, may probably be cenfidered as à mere trifile, which 
perhaps may blaze for a moment, and then vaniſh for ever. But it is to 
be remembered, that meteors often play their idle coruſcations before the 


* It has been a matter of very entertaining ſpeculation to me to obſerve the various 
Gentlemen to whom my works have been aſcribed ; in which have been exerciſed much 
Ingenuity, and great goed-nature; I have indeed heard of ſeveral, though I find the 
generality of Conoſcenti or Coxcombs who know all authors by their ſtyle, have fixed 
it on a Rev. Mr. RENNELL, late Fellow of King's College in Cambridge, and now 
Prebendary of Wincheſter. I am proud of the honour conferred on me; though I be- 
lieve theſe Conoſcenti will be /con convinced it is not the performance of /o very young a 
man{ as Dr. W. and Co. imagined, but one Jong converſant with men and manners; I 
mean, by a Vork F which I intend to-publiſh with the moſt convenient ſpeed. However, 
in juſtice to Mr. RENNELL, I muſt ſay he has been repreſented to me, as a man of firſt- 
rate abilities, glowing fancy and real genius, to which he has added a depth of erudition 
and ſolidity. of judgment rarely to be met with in men of his age. I would adviſe him 
to beware of the poppy which /alled + Theology is apt to wave over the heads of her 
choſen ſons, to unfold his uncommon talents, and in the words of Gorneille's Poet, 

| Succeſſus urgere ſuos, inſtare favori 1 
Numinis. 1 1 | | | 
J have not ſpoken thus highly of him, becauſe he is an Etonian, from a fond foolith pre- 
dilection for the place of his education; though it would be neither fooliſh nor unna- 
tural in me, to ſpeak with reverence of | | | | | 
* + Thoſe diſtant ſpires, thoſe antique towers, 
That crown the wat'ry glade, 
Where grateful ſcience ſtill adores | 
e Her Henry's holy ſhade ! ES | 
I can aſſure all thoſe whom it may concern, that and ſingle ; and this is all the in- 
formation they ever will have concerning me: I have no Eurialus whatever to aſſiſt me 
in my enterprizes, however bold they may ſeem; Volſaens may rave; Niſus will never 
tremble; | : 


oF; 


Haſta volans nocris diverberat umbras. 


5 I do not call Dr. W. himſelf an old man. | TEES 
- + I mean a Work in proſe, in which Dr. W. will be the Vehicle for a bold diſplay of various 
avell-known characters, and then I really ſhall leave Dr. W. for ever.—I have alſo (like Mr. Giles 
Jacob or Dr. R. W.) a Poem of my own writing in MS. by me not 1 finiſhed, which „ r 1 
won't ſay how it begins; ſuffice it to ſay, (what I will anſwer will prove true) that as Mr. Theo- 
bald profoundly obſerves, None but itſelf can be its parallel. 


I Tur Cnuck conſidered merely as a civil eſtabliſhment, with all its Biſnoprics, Deanries, 
Prebends, &c, &c. reminds me of the fabled Elm: 
| In medio ramos annoſaq; brachia pandit | | 
 Ulmus opaca, ingens, quam ſedem Somnia vulgo 
Vana tenere ferunt, fohiſq; ſub omnibus hærent. ViRG, En. 6. 


awhole 


| e 1 *f 1 
whole collefied 1 fury of the florm d FINS V uy this 7 reatiſe, trifling ar 
it ſeems, may be the vaunt-courier of an unexpefed thunderbolt, awhich 
may flrike flat the thick rotundity — a nobler head than 4 
F . 8. BOY 


A. 10 e I am no TORI fo be W 4 e . n > 
odd of my plume; its towering pride may be hawked at by. moufing 
owls, but was not made to be killed by fed I believe, however, 
there are a choſen few, who may perhaps remem ber with ſome ſentiment 
of gratitude, when he is no more, a Man who dared 10 bring forth 
publickly the labouring thoughts that rolled within his breaſt ;_. Who, 
| 2 ii mpoſture vas ftalking abtoad with ſhameleſs. front in the eye of 
gair 1 ay, flood forth, and with the ſpirit of the e e 


Mortales tollere contra 
Ef ocules auſus, 328 ; obfiftere contra; 
' Quem nec fama Virũm, nec fulmina, nec minitanti 
Murmure compreſſit Granta 5 


who in an honeft thought of common good, roſe of 10 reſcue ihe 2 
F our ryfing youth from the drudgery io which he ſaw certain men 
were endeavouring to condemn them, that They might lord it at large 
in unoppoſed freedom; a man, I ſay, who ſirove to deliver them from 
the labyrinths «f laborious Oriental“ nonſenſe, from plou hmg that un- 
fruitful ocean, that ade atguyetov, as Homer would call it, and guided 
them with a friendly hand to the haven of uſeful Literature where he 
ww1/hed they ſhould be. Such were the motives which I could not with- 

and, or I never would have engaged in ſo tedious a reſearch, with not 


4 8 Hope of profit or of pleaſure, and with little proſpect even of being read. 


AN ©czot TW / EV jaceviny emergelars YAWwoaons, 
Ex 0 Cu- T'TO [TY *ab 6 OYETEVTATE THY HW Fo 


Junius beheld a Grafton placed on the higheft eminence oak a 
power 3 he aimed the ſhaft ; the region round about trembled ere he ſent 


* cc F. Angelo de St. Joſeph 3 much of the beauty and copiouſneſs of the Arabic © 

by oper, 9h he aſſures us it has no leſs than 1000 names for a ſword, 200 for a /erpent, 

& 500 for 4 LION, 80 for honey, &c. &c.” Chambers's Dict. Art. II a Book in 
which Dr. W. is deeply read. Nocturna verſate manu, &c. 

1 E ets Þ Penn ap. 24.89 Den * H. Steph. 1573. p. 20. | 

i | 1 


7 


| „ 
it forth; it was the fhaſt of unerring vengeance: the black - ſpotted 


Dove already quivered on the maſt; then fell looſened and transfixed at 


once: Wet | 
n | Liquidis in nubibus arfit arundo,, 

| Signavitq; viam flammis: 

But it was not the flame 7 idle portent: No Junius blazed lite ano 

ther comet; he was, felt through the arctic ſey; each leſſer Orb that 

rolled along the politit void ſhrunk at his cauſtic approach, ere he fired 


the length of Ophiuchus. It is not ſo with my weak Horte; what” 
has the general world 19 do with me and them? I aim at no Dove of 


ate; and though T ſhould iransfix a theologic owl perched on a pin- 


nacle of the temple, the ſable bird and well-ſped ſhaft will drop io earth 


together unſeen or unregarded ; no ſky will lour; no Miniſter will give 
a ſecond groan. But if, conſcious of efficient faculties, I ſhould ever bid 
my HH a nobler port, that ſpirit which never yet bowed to indo- 
lence or fear 

riſe in my career and appeal to a higher tribunal; if I ſhould take the 
trumpet and blow a dolorous and a jarring blaſt, it might rouſe a dormant 
fate, it. might perhaps command. the attention of mightieſt men, who 
would hear the ſound though they knew not whence it came; for though 
T have reſolved to fink without even the umbra of a name, and make 
wing to the rooky wood, compaſſed round with ſtar-proof darkneſs ;. 
yet my obſcurity may he: of ſuch a nature, as to remind certain men of 
what the Hiſtorian of the Hebrews bas recorded, a darkneſs which 
might be felt. This 1s not the e of an upſtart coxcomb ;. he 
would hardly underfland the terms. But I know not what ſhould hinder 


o 


me from ſpeaking baldly as I ought to ſpeak, and declaring the nature of 


my ſentiments... W, e remember tio have read of the mjured Hero of ancient 

Latium; whoſe heart-ſprung indignation, maddening ſorrow, and ſenſe. 
of conſcious worth, wrought. up the powers of his unſubmitting foul to 
that painful pitch, when utterance was denied him, and ſullen filence be- 
came the ſole interpreter of his troubled conceptions ;. till at Jaft the weight: 


was removed, the film. was withdrawn from his fight, he flaid his cha- 


riot wheels, and viewed with patriot glance the accumulated miſeries of 
| | Diſcuſſe umbræ, et lux reddita menti; 

Ardentes oculorum orbes ad mænia torfit 
Turbidus, eq;.rotts _— NAM reſpexit. ad URBEM.. 


; 1if with ſubject changed and enlarged Rt L. fbould 


Tifhall” - 


: 
— 
[ 
> 4 1 * 6 . a — * 
PPP A Si. ——— — 
. — 1. > ey — — e — 
— — * 3 wan”: — a * * P - - o l C 8 
2466 all RUE fern —_- . 5 Ty — * W "I 
- . * =_ 
+, * N = 
q l 41 - 1 


; 
= 

7 

1 

: . 

Fo 
* 0 4 

* 

: 

4 


I. all be told I know not what I ſay, perhaps I ſhall be told right ; 
Tam ſure I ſpeak bas F embryo conſequences, which may perhaps be 
e 


regiſtered in the iron leaves of the dark and eventful book : but ſuch are 
my ſentiments, which had I not expreſſed, I had fiill harboured in my 
breafl ; | : | . vo: 5 png: 

For filence leſſ *neth not my fire; | 

But told, it flames; and hidden, it would glow. 


T know the contempt which ſuch a generous av of them will natu- 
rally draw upon me; I already obſerve the Critic's frown, the Politi- 
cian's ſurly ſnarl, and the preity ſarcaſm of the Witlng. But theſe are 
conſiderations which move me not: I know it is the property of the Mæna 
never to be tamed, and of malice ſeldom to be appeaſed; I know the 
toothleſs ſerpent can hiſs, and that envy will grin with TY impo- 
tence. However, there are ſome, who feeling within them the ſame 
fowwers, will tacitly acknowledge their own ſentiments when they read 
mine; who will bear honourable igflimony that they neither do nor can 
proceed from little vanity, but from that laudable defire of honeft (though 
unknown) reputation, which is declared by Tacitus to be the laſt infir- 
mity * of noble minds. But I am not ſelfiſh; I have not the diſpofition of 
the Turk; I wiſh to behold many a man of genius, whom I might tile 
in the language of the Roman Orator, © j 


Socium et confortem glorioſi laboris. 


A man has little to fear who, like me, is contented with his ſmall 
preferment, who loves a quiet morſel of bread better than a ſtalled ox, 
and wiſhes, with Sterne, that Heaven may fhower down it's mitres 
"upon thoſe heads which are aching for them. Yet whatever be our 
preferment, whatever be our accompliſhments, whether the hand of na- 
ture hath liberally imparted her choiceft gifts, or the lamp of fludy en- 
Lghtened the page feen lore, and unſphered the ſpirit of ancient 
ſages; whether ambition hath had her perfect work, and raiſed us, Thur- 
low-like, to the higheſt pinnacle of envied eminence, or flored our coffers 
with the patrician treaſures of a Holland or a Rigby; whatever, I ſay, 
be our accompliſhments, we ſhould all do well io remember, that wwe 


* Etiam ſapientibus cupido gloriz noviſima exuitur. Tacix. H. * 4. 6. | 
ok | . 1 


( 1 
muſt all fee] and know, at the tremendous hour when the cold pauſe 


of life is creeping on our enfeebled faculties, that Virtue with content 
is the greateſi gain.” But as the term Virtue implies the exertion 


of ſome energy, and as the moments of ret and obſcurity in any man's © 


life are the ſame, he ſhould take heed that Idleneſs repreſs not the cur- 
rent of his faculties ; he ſhould prove, by the ends of being, that he has 


heen; and trim his lamg with hallowed Ah that the flame of 


Genius wax not pale and ineſfectual. For though our exiftence on earth 
is but a cloudy ſpeck, as it were,. in the firmament of eternity ; yet as 
the Creator hath ſtamped in plaineft character, the love of activity in the 
human. foul, I think wwe ſhould exert it in whatever e he hath given 
us large diſcourſe and godlike capability ; for though even an Atwood 
muft periſh, nor will it avail him, | | 


Aerias tentdfſe domos, animoq; rotundum 
 Percurriſſe polum morituro; | 


yet fhould we not deſpair, but if we feel within us a ſpark of the ce- 
Jeftial radiance, we ſhould be lifted up by the ſame gale, which once ſuſ- 
tained the pinion of the Dircean + Eagle; we ſhould, like him, behold 
with a calm flill face the be-all_ and the end-all of terreſtrial ſubſtances, 
and endeavour to lengiben the date of our exiſtence in other times and in 


other generations. 4% 


I fhould be aſhamed of myſelf, if I bluſhed for what have advanced; 


ar did not glory in the ſpirit which has dictated words like theſe. 


But whatever be my deſtiny, I will think for myſelf, and utter my ſen- 
ziments with the ingenuous freedom of a gentleman; but I will bow 
neither to Biſhops in cumbent attitudes, nor to croſs-legged Templars, 
<6 who (as Mr. Horace Walpole I obſerves) admit no grace, nor re- 

« quire any.” But when I ſpeak of men, whoſe ate envy 
and th 


in vain attempt to blaſt, it ſhall be of the venerable Low xn, 


* Oavei aiow avayna, 
Ti xe Tis &vwwuuoy YNpas EY TKOTW 
Kotnuevc; toi watav, KTAITUV | 
| . Kanwv appoposz - PinD, Ol. 1, 
1 Anecdotes of Painting in England, vol. 4. p. 96. 2 
| feience+ 
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ſcience: ſealed BRY anT; and when I wh to contemplate the expanding 
bloſſoms of cultivated genius, IT ſhall turn with rapture to + WILLIAM 
JoNEs and | GroRGEs ATWOOD : but the altar of luxury and pride 
ſhall never flame with any incenſe of mine. For J am a perſon not to 
be intimidated. by the menaces of the Great, or provoked by the contempt of 
<vhat is called The world; but I will boldly fland forth and addreſs my- 
elf, as unto wiſe men who can judge and underfland wwhat I ſay: TI 
can no longer bear with patience the effrontery of literary Impgſture, or 
the mock-dignity of aſſumed character. | gt | ; 


Nags, xa: , ATIETEIN* agbpa Taura mw DE 


+ Spirits are not finely touch'd 
But to fine iſſues. SHAKESP. 

This ingenious and very able Man is fo well known to the world that his character needs 
no illuſtration from my pen. Elegance, learning, and genius are united in all his va- 
rious works. He is almoſt the only modern who has treated Eaſtern ſubjects with pro- 

priety; but it is to be remembered, he has conſidered them merely as matters of amuſe» 
ment, and not as of ſerious importance ; in which I readily join with him. Every reader 

of taſte admires his Commentaries. on the Aſiatic Poetry, in which (to uſe his own words) 
are diſplayed, * Et eruditi auctoris fingulare judicium, tum Latini ſermonis venuſtas et 

« nitor.” Comment. Cap. 1. p. 2. | N h 

1 This is the young man of. whoſe abilities I have made ſuch frequent and honour- 

able mention; (See my Heroic Epiſtle to Dr. W. v. 165, with the note; and my Heroic 

Addreſs, p. 3d. of the Advertiſement.) This is the Genius, E fHentio et tenebris in 

lucis et gloria transferendus æternitatem, GEeoRGE Arwoop, M. A. I wiſh it were in 

my power to lift him up to light, or to recommend Him to the notice of Twosz whoſe. 
duty it is to ſearch for unbefriended merit. In his proſperity he ſhall never hear of me, 
in the moment of adverſity always. I know ſuch a man is of conſequence; if He lives, 
we. ſhall know ſomet hing. As to his various attainments in the more trifling departments 
of Learning, © Illas in Fant Viro referre injuria virtutum fuerit.” 
> Meek Newton's ſelf bends from his fate ſublime, | 
And views with myſtic ken his At woas hour of prime }: 
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DEAR; 51 R. 


S you have lately „ bowed the poſſibility of "'H 
A doubt, the utility, importance, and almoſt abſolute neceſſity 
of cultivating languages of ſuch harmonic ſtructure as the 
Nagri, the Shanſeritta, the Perſian, the Arabic, and Dan other 
kindred tongues or branches of the oriental ſtock ; I thought 1 it in- 
cumbent on me to employ ſome part of my liberal leiſure, to con- 
firm iu my degree the truth of what you have delivered with your 
Profeſſorial ſagacity, as the reſult of deep thought and ſevere in- 
veſtigation. Vou have doubtleſs received infinite pleaſure from 
tlie peruſal of my late Heroic Addreſs in Proſe (not forgetting the 
Heroic Epiſtle) in which I have juſtly celebrated the ingenious plan 
of your Oriental Academy, which every rational member of the 
Univerfty of Cambridge wiſhes to behold eſtabliſhed in it's full and 
oper ſplendor ; as the glory of your literary reign, over which 
the Britiſh Parliament, and the Senate of Granta, will doubtleſs; 
concur. to diffuſe the luſtre of their concentrated influence. But 
whatever is delayed, is net to be conſidered as abſolutely rejected; 


and that patience, which you have learned to n in the cata ; 


| unmolg Nad retreats of Philoſophy, 
A | In 


— 


2 1 

In fair Lyceum's walk, the green retreats 

Of Academus and the thymy vale, 

Where oft inchanted with Socratic ſounds 

 Hyflus pure devolves his tuneful ſtream ; 

jo BEA. 

I fay, that Patience and meek-eyed expectation, which you have 
caught in receſſes like theſe, . will naturally inſtruct you not to an- 
ticipate too early the completion of this important Palladium of 
human Leaching. I bave been told that after your memorable 
Diſcourſe during the gth and foth of May 1780, you informed 
the Fenny-Perjfic Anguillarian curates, that, though you conſidered. 
it as the favourite amuſement of your life, yet you could wait till 
it's own intrinſic merit recommended it to the public notice; not 
without ſome hope that it might be accompliſhed before that ſolemn 
period, when you ſhould deſcend in flent peaceful o ˙q¹ to the 
dark and narrow houſe; | 


When Yatſen, long enough his country's pride, 
Shall be no more than Walton or than Hyde. 


It was with much concern that I perceived my Bookſeller, with 
a matchleſs effrontery peculiar to himſelf, had preſumed (without 
my privity) to prefix an Arabic mottò to my Heroic Addreſs, and 
to compare your knowledge in that language to the attainments of 
one Mr. Edmund Curl ; who being attacked by ſome miſcreant 
emiſſaries from Palæſtine, boldly: refuſed: for a ſpace. to apoſtatize 
from his former profeſſion; till overcome (like Pindar's feather d 
King) by the magic of Arabian and Hebrew harmony, not underftood,, 
ſubmitted to that horrid ceremony, in which the Reverend Jona- 
than Swift teſtifies that he loſt five times as much as any Jew ever 
Joſt before. The title page was printed; and Mr. Becket; not hav- 
ing the fear of you f Edmund Curl before his eyes, boldly! refuſed. 
to obliterate the myſtic characters which he himſelf had deviſed ; 
nor would He, auy more than greater perſonages than him, con- 
deſcend to give a favourable hearing to my bumble remonſirance. 
I therefore remembering the words, the awful words of the; 
Sabine Poet, that ſounds once ſent forth cannot be recalled; and 

con. 


1 2 


cofrſidering ehe great injuſtice: which: has been dene to you in this 


reſpect, and your marvellous multifarious fkill in Oriental lore, 
which (as the kings of France and Spain obſerve in their late ma- 
nifeſtos)' is notorions 0 the aubole ard; could not think of wiping 
off {6 foul à ſtain in your literary eſoutcheon more effectually, than 
f by dedicating to you, in this publio manner, a fe. curſory remarks 
on the code of Gentoo Laus and the original Shanſeritia language, 


in which they are compoſed; and which you obſerve, with great 


juſtice and ſhew of reading, to be a little younger than the Negri. 
F fincerely wiſh it had been in my power to have preſented you 
with ſome ſpecimens (which even you poſſibly; may not have yet 
ſeen, though I ſpeak with diffidence) from» the paternal Nagri; but 
though that language has now ceaſed _— the ſons of India, to 
the unſpeukable detriment” of good and uſeful learning, yet the 
wonders of the magic tree, in the ſhady precincts of Fartarus, have 


- 


been renewed in the harmonious Shanſeritra; 


Primo avulſo non deficit. alter 
Aureus, et ſimili frondeſeit virga metallo. 
It is not with a view of giving you the leaſt new information on 

a ſubjeft well known; to you already; for I'profeſs. myſelf to be but 

a ſhallow ſale. Nog uſe an elegant expreſſion of your own) in theſe 

ſubjects; but as every author naturally deſires (or ought to deſite) 

a Patron; who Is qualified by nature or ftudy to decide on the ſub- 

ject which he handles; to whom could 1 with ſo much propriety 

addreſs myſelf on this” occaſion as to the Reverend Dr. Richard 

Watſon, his Majeſty's Profeſſor of Divinity; and Fellow of the 

Royal Society? For Jam perfectly of Dr. Johnſon's opinion, that 

i every work of this: kind is by it's nature deficient, and I ſhould 

<« feel little ſolicitude about the ſentence; were it to be pronoumced 

„ only by the ſkillful and the learned.” This paſſage you remember 


I have taken from Dr. Johnſon's preface to Shakeſpeare, to whom | 


the world will allow that you bear no diſtant reſemblance, if what 
Dryden * has delivered concerning that great man is true. For 
to adapt his words; You certainly are the man, Who (like Shake- 
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| | * Dryden. Eſſay on Dramatick tie Poeſie. 4e 5 | * 
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P peare) of all modern and perhaps ancient perſonages, poſſeſs the 
Jargeſt and moft comprehenſive ſoul. The images of nature are pre- 
ſent to you, and (like Shakeſpeare) you draw them not laboriouſly,, 
but luckily ; when you deſcribe any thing, we more than ſee it, 
we feel it too. Thoſe who accuſe you! like Shakeſpeare) to war, 
learning, give you the greater commendation z;/you- (like Shake - 5 
ſpeare) are naturally learned; you need not the ſpectacles of books 
to read nature; you look i#wward: and find hen there. 1 cannot ſay. 
you are every where alike; were you fo, I-thould. do; you . (like 
Shakeſpeare) injury to compare you with the greateſt of mankind. 
But as you have ſaid, that “ if truth can be offenſive to any party, 
© you fear not in ſpeaking truth oto offend them allt; ſo you, 
certainly will not be )offended With me, in Jpeaking truth ; when . 
aſſert, that you (like e e many times flat and iuſipid; 
that your comic wit (like Shakeſpeare's). ſometimes,| degenerates Fs 
into clenches, and your ſe⁰νν ing into bombaſt. But you 
(like Shakeſpeare) are always great, when ſome great occaſion is pre- 
ſented to you; no man can lay.that;: you. (like Shakeſpeare) ever 
had a fit ſubje& for your wit, and did not: hn raiſe yourſelf as 
high above the reſt of Politicians and Profeſſors — Shakeſpeare 
did above all Poets, in which you decline the conteſt with Wehn 


Quantum lenta ſolent i Inter vibome cupreſſſ.'.,, vob Thad, 


(has Johnſon ſays. of. Shekeſpeare, as J. ſay of vou, 00 it is to be 
* lamented that ſuch a writer, ſhould want a. commentary, or that 
bis language ſhould be objolete,. or his, ſentiments obſeure.” Bur 
it is vain to carry our wiſhes beyond the condition of human 
things: what has happened to Shakeipeare, has, happened to you, 
though you enjoy this, envied proud diſtinction at x carlier period. 
But as this is merely in reference to the vulgar, Engl longue, it 
is of little ſigniſication in the preſent caſe : you and I have. learned 
to revere the dialects of other nations ; we are hot tickled with 
the manly, mode of Miltonic harmony, the n and mel- 
lifluous cadence. of a Pope, or the rapid ee e Fa 2 f of a 
0 Bolingbroke or a Junius; no—ihe Wc | l 0 ee Fa 
2 Dr. Watſon's Faſt Sermon, 1780, ' 1 
* Mr, Jones, ſpeaking of this Poet's eee 5 6 Faelle docto Arabi Tailebio 
aſſentior, qui hos verſus in ſuo genere admirabiles putat; led Arabice legantur neceſſ- 


" ' oft, ” Jones's Comment, Afiat. Poet. p. 209. 8 
Or 
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or an Fbni Fiad; the nervous periods of the mighty Hiſtorian of 
Timour ; with all that enchants the fond adoring tribes of Bramins 
and "Pundits on the hallowed ſhores of ambrofial . Ganges. I 
am certain I cannot gratify yon in a more exquiſite manner 
than by offering to your candour _ theſe few remarks. on the 
Gentoos ; but particularly on the Shanſcritta Language, which you 
+now to be younger than the Nagri, in which they are written. 
For this knowledge I am indebted” to the Editor and Tranſlator 
of this code, Mr. Nathaniel Braſſey Halbed, who has executed his 
part with the utmoſt fidelity and diligence, or at leaſt J am ſure I 
fhould be very ungrateful if I were to queſtion them. The book 
is curious, entertaining, and inſtructive; the Tranſlator's preface 
not unfrequently deep and learned. Indeed my occupations will not 
ſuffer me to be very minute; though I hope I ſhall be pretty ac- 
eurate as far as I go. You will not be ſurprized at my frequent 
appeals to you, in the words, you Fnoww ſuch and fuch a thing; as 
nothing in Oriental Literature can poſſibly have efcaped you; eſpe- 


cially as the world entertains a ſanguine expectation that you will 


one day gratify them with a new and more perfect Edition of the 
Polyglott Bible. | 7 


I have no doubt, but that if your good fortune had fettled you 
in tlie Regions of the Eaſt, you would have been called in by the 
Governor General he Honourable M arren Haſtings, to give your aſſiſt- 
ance in this great work, the compilation of the code of Gentoo 
Laws, now under confideration. But you were deſtined to illumi- 
nate an Univerſity ſtill labouring under a partial cloud of Gothic 
darkneſs, notwithſtanding the light which you have endeavoured 
to diffuſe around that Theologie citadel. I lament indeed that 
you have been buried among the ruins of ſuch an inlaud Se- 
minary ; for had you ſtarted forth on the wing of daring ambition, 


_ Inſtead of being numbered with ſuch apron-bellied Anglo-Oriental 


Caffres as Pagninus, Galatinus, Arias Montanus, Felis Pratenfis, 
and Elias Levita + —we ſhould have read the name of Richard Wat- 
ſon (a little lengthened) enrolled among the Bramins of renown 


and ſanctity, with * Ram Gopaul Neeagalunkur, Bereechar Punchanun, : 


+ See Dr. Watſon's late Charge. | | 

* Preliminary Diſcourſe to the Code, p. lxxvi, ed. 840. Names of me of the 
Bramins who compiled the work. | | ; 
. | Riten 


„ 

Kiſhen Juin, Baneeſhur Beedyalunkar, with Kiſben Chund Sareb Bhooms 
Kyſhen Keiſub Teralunkar, and Kalee Sunker Beedyabagees, under whoſe 
auſpices that everlaſting Poofee ® was diſpoſed in lucid arrangement, 
and with admirable brevity. 1 ö 


The Preliminary Diſcourſe + (written by the compiling Bramins) 
ſets out with an obſervation full of deep thought and accurate logi- 
cal argument, which will doubtleſs approve itſelf to an underſtand- 
ing like yours. It runs thus: From men of en/zghiened under- 
% ſtandings and ſound judgment, who, in their reſearches after 
e truth, have /wep? away from their hearts he duſt of malice and 
*© oppoſition, it is not concealed, that the contrarieties of religion, 
and diverſities of belief, which are cauſes of envy and of enmity 
** to the Ignorant, are in fact à manfeft demonſtration of the Power 
of the ſupreme Being. For it is evident, that a Painter, by 
* ſketching a multiplicity of figures, and by arranging a variety of 
colours, procures a reputation among men; and 4 Gargener, for 
6 planting a diverſity of ſhrubs, and for producing a number of 
5, different flowers, gains credit and commendation ; wherefore it is 
© abſurdity and ignorance to view in an inferior light him who 
created both the Painter and the Gardener.” I need not point out 
to you the beauties of metaphor and the accuracy of demonſtration 
here diſplayed. You obſerve with pleaſure men of en/ightened un- 
derſtanding and ſaund judgment (like yourſelf) compared to Cham- 
bermaids, and exult in the confideration that there are men who 
(like yourſelf) have ſwept away the duft of malice and oppoſition from 
their hearts; though it does not appear but theſe men till retain a 
few {light cobwebs about the brain; but however J will endeavour, 
with my little broom, to weep away ſuch trifles, or at leaſt with 
the feather of my pen. We next behold Sir Richard Blackmore 
himſelf freſh from the Eaſt; for lo, the Sublimeſt of all Beings 
put in competition with a Painter and a Gardener! though with 
ſome ſhew of juſtice, the Painter and the Gardener are allowed to 
be inferior. My admiration next paſſes to the irreſiſtible force of 


the demonſtration of the power of the Supreme Being. Why 1s he 


* The Gentoo name for a Code of Laws. 
+ Prel. Diſc. p. xiti. ed. 8vo. 
all- 
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all- powerful? Why? becauſe he permits nee of Religion. 
Though, perhaps to common underſtandings, this is not he fir/t 
ſtriking effect of omnipotence, yet the author conſiders the works 
of the creation, the Elements, the Seaſons, in a ſecondary light, 
But now I am fain to implore that one ray of your enlightened Un- 
derſtanding might communicate to mine, in explaining the 918572 
tranſition of For it is evident (then vide the Painter and the Gar- 
dener) &c. that is, becauſe they work in their reſpective occupa- 
tions, 7herefore we are to regard the Supreme Being as ſuperior to 
them, which to deny I cordially agree would be both abſurdity and 
ignorance, with neither of which qualities I can ſuppoſe either you 
or any Gentoo Pundit to abound, | 


But that we may not be at a loſs ſtill to comprehend Omni- 
otence, and the glory of the Gentoos, there follows in the next 
page what Plutarch would call clo/e-hammered argument, agupars 
2244 nAos «paooopuerey; after we have been informed that the Supreme 
Being appornts * to every ſect its own religion; to the Muſſulman, 
Chriſtian, Hindoo, &c. 1. e. that He is “ the Intimate of the Muſ- 
ſulman, the Friend of the Hindoo, the Companion of the Chriſ- 
tian, and the Confidant of the Jew:” then, from the confidera- 
tion of theſe different characters, we ſhall doubtleſs accede to what 
is next advanced“ //herefore men of exalted notions, not being 
bent upon Hatred and Oppoſition, but confidering the collected 
** Body of Creatures as an object of the power of the Almighty, by 
inveſtigating the contrarieties of ſect, and the different cuſtoms of 
„Religion, have ſtamped to themſelves a laſting reputation upon 
* the page of the World, particularly in the extenſive Empire of 
© HinDosTAN, which is a moft delightful country, and wherein are 
collected great numbers of Taks of Perſians, of Tartars, of 
„ Scythians, of Europeans, of Armenians, and of Abyſſinians.“ 


Du Boni! Voftram Poatentiam!, - 185 
55 


AD TH rel rare Aa TU AH⁰, C, | 

* It is an article of Faith among the Bramins that God's all · mereiful power would 
not have permitted ſuch a number of different religions, F he had not found a pleaſure 
in beholding their Varieties. Tranſlator's Preface, 4to. p. xlix. 8v0. p. 46. 5 
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Why ſhould I trouble you with any more theologie Bramin rea- 


ſoning, who are conſidered by ſome men to exceed the half-reaſon- 


Ing or 1 himſelf, which is no inconſiderable thing, confidering | 


the affection with which Mr. Pope ſpeaks of this v9/uminous argu- 
mentator and his intellectual proboſcis. . I dare ſay, the above rea- 
ſoning reminds you of a favourite Poet“ ('o uaxzapirys as great 


men ſpeak of one another) 


| Their eyes ſo bright | bb, 
Let in the object and let out the light. 


Though as you are fond of *poetical alluſions, and in your Faſt 
Sermon gave the world to know. that you could wield at will the 
figures of a bold and overbearing rhetoric, you may be inclined to 
call to your remembrance your deliciæ Sir Richard Blackmore + 
(I mean no affront to Gregorius Nazianzenus) for theſe Bramins 
ſeem a little to flounder in the fea of argument, as Sir Richard's 
Leviathan did in the briny main: - | | 


— They work, and beat the oozy mud, 

And with their ſlime incorporate the flood, 

Till all th* encumbered thick fermenting ſtream, 
Does like one Pot of boiling ointment ſeem. 


I have done with their- Theology for the preſent, and by a 
tranſition rather eaſter and more natural than what I have already 
mentioned, I come to Government. Law and Religion are inti- 
mately connected: aſk Biſhop Warburton, and my L-rd M-ns- 
f--1d if they are not; I need no other teſtimony. I muſt own 
the above divine arguments wear only the affeftation of philo- 
fophy, which Mr. H. Walpole calls 1 the trite mantle of the 


* learned;” but what I intend to offer as a ſpecimen of political 


wiſdom, is in my opinion wiſdom indeed; though I think I ſhall 
hardly be ſuſpected of favouring Deſpotiſm. The firſt ſection of 
the Bramin's wn preface contains an account of the creation, and 


* Quarles. I + Blackm, Job. p. 197. 
1 Anecdotes of Painting, vol. 4. p. 7 
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conſequently needs none of mine; but the next is an Accuunt of 
the qualities and duties of a magiſtrate & from which I am perſuaded 
you and my Readers will not be diſpleaſed with a ſhort extract or 
two. I think the following ought to be engraven in characters of 
gold as an everlaſting poſſeſſion: “For four months the Magi- 
ſtrate ſhall not collect tribute from the ſubject, but ſhall give 
them free agency; and endeavour, by promoting their ſatisfac- 
tion and content, to cauſe them to cultivate and improve their 
lands: during the remaining eight months, he ſhall collect the 
* ſettled yearly tribute, and ſhall appoint Hircarras and ſpies: 
throughout the kingdom, to inſpect what employment each per- 
ſon purſues, and if tranquillity is preſerved; and when men are 
« guilty of crimes he ſhall cauſe them to be ſeized, and becoming as 
** rnexoreble as the kingdom of death, ſhall inflict puniſhment on 
+ them. Such good works let the Magiſtrate. practiſe, and let 
+ him addreſs the people in kind and affectionate terms, that they 
may be all contented. and thankful under him; and let him be 
* ſo formidable, that his enemy may not be able to come into his 
_.< preſence; let him alſo be patient and forbearing, and ſupport. 
the þurthens of all his people.“ I imagine a paffage like this 
is it's own comment. But as ſubordination is neceflary, and the 
Magiſtrate muſt have ſome confidential miniſters to act immedi- 
ately under him, I think, when you ſhall read the deſcription of 
what they ſhould be, you will accuſe the ſtars as unkind which. 
did not call you into life and light on the Gentoo territory; there 
you might have riſen into eſtimation and high political office, 
though you are far too wiſe to fancy any thing of that kind will. 
ever take place in ſuch an un- enlightened country as Great Britain. 


Firſt, I imagine you will eſteem yourſelf qualified to have been 
a Leekhuk or Moonſbi +; for it is ſaid, Whoever has memory 70 
< retain what he hears, and who ſpeaks |/o intelligibly that no doubt 
% his meaning ariſes in his audience, and who is a man of good 
« actions and ell inſtructed in /cience ; ſuch perſon the Magiſtrate: 
„ ſhall conſtitute his Leekbuk'or Moonſbi and Writer.” —The next 


* Prel. Diſc. p. cx. ed. 8vo. | | 
+ Prel, Diſc. to Gentoo Laws, p. xi. 4 
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important poſt you would have aſpired to is evidently to have been 
his Doot or Hircarrah:; I for, Whoever is of laudable Principles, 
and very capable in all the Shaſter, and in by/ineſs, and who can 
** underſtand the meaning of à nod or a ſign, and who can difcern 
from the motion of the Magiſtrate's lips, on the aſpect of his 
„ countenance, the Magiſtrate's pleaſure or diſpleaſure, and who 
is reſpectable before all others, aud who can well finiſb whatever 
- £6 buſineſs he goes upon, and who is not governed by luſt, or anger, 
“ or avarice, or folly, or drunkenneſs, or pride, and who is ac- 
* quainted with the different circumſtances of all kingdoms, and 
* can ditmmguiſh proper from improper ſeafons, and who is a man of 
«« firength, of courage, and a TS ſpeaker ; ſuch perſon the Magi- 
«ſtrate ſhall appoint his Dooet, i. e. his Agent and Hircarrah.” 

There is one word, which in all probability has ſtruck you, as it 
did me I own; it is the word Folly; which IT was at a loſs to com- 
prehend, as you perhaps may be, till Mr. Nathaniel Braſſey Halhed 
the tranſlator explained it to me in 576 Preface * to the code. 


* 


Mr. Halhed ſays, The Folly here ſpecified is not to be under- 
5 ſtood in the igſual ſenſe of the word in an European idiom, as a 
negative quality or mere want of ſenſe, but as a kind of ob/trnately- 
* fupid lethargy, or perverſe abſence of mind, in which the will is not 
4. altogether paſſive. (Jou begin to comprehend, I dare ſay) It ſeems 
e to be a weakneſs peculiar to Afa, for we cannot find a term by 
« which to expreſs the preciſe idea in the European Languages; it 
% operates ſomething like the violent impulſe of fear under which 
& men will utter falſehoods totally incompatible with each other, 
% and utterly contrary to their own opinion, knowledge, and conviction.” 
Now you comprehend it fully. Mr. H. calls it a temporary frenzy ; 
but enough of that for the preſent. I am by no means of the 
opinion that a well-placed ambition ſhould: have its boundary; for 
I ſee no reaſon why you might not have an Arch-Bramin, or at leaſt 
a chief Pundit, though indeed it is ordained, that the Magiſtrate 
ſhall * give no molgſiation to men of worth.” I think one part of 
this office would have been peculiarly agreeable to you; for it is 


+ Prel. Diſc. ut ſup. oe b 
* 1 age 50. ed. 4to. P. xlviii, ed. Vo. 3 Leer 
0 | | ſaid, 
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ſaid, „He ſhall retain in his 11 a great number of Buffoons, 
or Paraſites, and IYgſers, and Dancers, and Athletics; and you 
know it is neceſſary that a great man ſhould have ſome elegant 
amuſements in the intervals of ſevere occupation. But as it is 
impoſſible that all parts of any office ſhould afford equal amuſe- 
ment, I think you would rather be diſguſted with the privacy re- 
quired in a magiſtrate; for it is ordained, that * at what time 
he is deſirous to conſult with his counſellors, he ſhall chooſe a 
« retired place, on the top of a mountain or in the dgſart, or ſome 
ſuch ſecret receſs, and, ſhall hold his council there; and in places 
„where there are parrots or other talkative birds, he ſhall not hold 
his council while they are preſent.” A man like you, who loves 
that his actions ſhould be notorious to the whole world, I think, 
would ill brook the abſence of parrots or other talkative birds; in- 
aſmuch as you would be always moſt applauded by them, and 
they. would liſten with eagerneſs to you when nobody elſe would ; 
for as the old proverbial wiſdom ſays, Simile ſimili gaudet;“ 
which being interpreted, ſignifies that Birds of a feather flock 
together. 7 | 400 5 | 


| Your temples were certainly deſigned to be encircled with the 
round of ſovereignty in ſome department or other 1. You are ab- 
ſolutely already another Pirangſi, whole ſablime dreams you have 
equalled, nay ſurpaſſed. Oh! che bel deliro! But in regard to 
architecture, there is only one flight difference to be ſure; his are 
ſubſtantial and permanent; yours wv//onary, political, and theolo- 
gical ; but we muſt always make allowance for the materials with 
which a man works. Though indeed you yourſelf reſemble the 
quadrangle of All-ſouls College in Oxford, which Mr. . Walpole 7 
obſerves “ has blundered into a pretureſque ſcenery not void of gran- 


** geur, eſpecially if ſeen through the gate that leads from the [chaols,” 


*Prelim. Diſc. to Gent. Laws, p. exx. | 
*: + I cannot help giving the following royal anecdote. © Whew Michael Dahl was 
« painting the picture of the famous Queen Chriſtina, ſhe aſked him what he intended 
« the ſhould hold in her hand; he replied, a Fan. Her majeſty, whole- ejaculations 
« were rarely delicate, vented a very groſs one; and added, A fan ?—Give me a LION, 
«« that is fitter for a Queen of Sweden.” Walpole's Anecd. Paint. v. 4. p. 7. 

+ Anecdotes of Painting, vol. 4. p. 46. nt | 
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For to uſe again that gentleman's ſublime oratory g; * You are 


% ſavage as Salvator Roſa, fierce as Michael Angelo, and exuberant 
* as Rubens; you have 7magined ſcenes that would ſtartle geo- 


* metry, and exhauſt the Indies to realize. You pile palaces on 


* bridges, and temples on palaces, and ſcale heaven with mountains 


of edifices. Yet what za/ie in your boldneſs! what grandeur in 


„ your wildneſs ! what labour and thought both in your raſhneſs 
„and details!” — Jam ſatis — Shakeſpeare and Piranef ſurely 
will content you, except you ſhould with to be compared to the 


celebrated Dr. Graham of the Adelphi, but time fails me for the 


preſent, But I muſt return; ſlight digreſſions however are pleaſ- 
ing, like the winding of a labyrinth, if you have but a clue in 
your hand to guide your ſteps. © Indeed I am of Kent's opinion that 
Nature abhorrs a ftraight line, and yet cordially join with Mr. Wal- 
pole * in laughing at his mimics (for every genius has his apes) 
++ who ſeemed to think that ſhe could love nothing but what was 
& crooked.” If that were the caſe, how could Nature concur in 
fixing on you and Shakeſpeare for her darlings? ,I muſt once more 
thank Mr. Walpole's vivacity on the ſubject of imitation. Your 
copying Shakeſpeare reminds me of Mr. Charles Jervas + © who 
* having ſucceeded happyly in copying (he thought in ſurpaſſing) a 
picture of Titian; looked firſt at the one, then at the other, and 
then with parental complacency cried, < Poor, little Tz, how he 
would ftare!”—Now for the art of Pindar to direct me to my 
ſubjet—Sequimur te, ſane Deorum. And luckily the laws of his 
poetry every body will allow lead me very naturally to the Jaws. of 
the Gentoos. | e 


If I ſhould be diſpoſed to arraign any part of the laws of a great 


nation, ſome grave perſonage full of wiſe ſaws and ſentences would 


tell me, that different nations require different inſtitutions, and 


$ See Advertiſement to the 4th vol. of his Anecdotes of Painting, p.vi. Mr. H. Wal- 


pole is an author whoſe very abſurdities denote the man of genius; but whoſe curious 


taſte and ſcience. 
* Anecdotes ut ſup. p. 142. 
+ Anecdotes ut ſup. p. 12. 


and uſeful reſearckes demand the warmeſt tribute of grateful applauſe from the votary of 


would 


1 | 
would harangue upon climate, foil, &c. and would overwhelm me 
with a power of words. .Whoever therefore is diſpoſed to ſpeak 
in this ſtrain, will pleaſe to remember that my anticipation prevents 
his diſcovery. Theſe remarks are merely curſory, and I ſhall not 
trouble you with above one or two more, before I turn with plea- 
ſure to the conſideration of the harmomious Shanſcritta language, 
which 'the reader will remember you have demonſtrated to be a little 
younger than the Nagri: and for which. you certainly are rather 
unpatient. | | 


In the 4th ſect. of the 17th chapter of the Code, I find two» 
laws which appear to be the reſult of no common ſagacity, in. the: 
philoſophic as well as legiſlative capacity. Fhey are as: follows: 


I. If a man ſees another perſon. in poſſeſſion of things not ſuit» 
able to him, he ſhall. ſuſpe& him to be a. thief. NS 


2. A man who has no income, and whoſe expences are large, 
ſuch man ſhall be ſuſpected for a tief. 52. 


The firſt law muſt. be underſtood with a few. exceptions, but it 
is juſt in general, and applicable to more nations than the Gentoos. 
The /econd I could ſeriouſly with to recommend to the attention 
of the. — in our preſent; mode of diſſipated life; 1 
really believe no legiſlator whatever has diſcovered a deeper“ know- 
ledge of the human heart, which the prophet declares, to be de- 
ceitful and deſperately wicked: but I fear many component mem- 
bers of the — — — — would oppoſe it for too obvious a reaſon; 


they would allow with Horace 
Inſanit veteres ſtatuas Damafippus emendo ;_ 


But add; probably with the fame ſtrength of argument, but more. 


feeling, ” 
| Integer eſt mentis Damaſippi creditor # 


* This juſtifies what the tranſlator ſays, Some of their Inſtitutes may be preferable 
to any that could be ſubſtituted in their room.” Tranſlat. Pref, p. xi. ed. 8 vo. 


2 So. 


8 


- — — — — 


TOO OOO „„ 


l 
So 1 am aFeaig things will be left in the old routine. 


As I have given juſt commendation to theſe laws, 1 hall be ex- 
eaſel if I expreſs a little diſapprobation of a particular puniſhment 
or two; for inſtance, in ſect. 3. chap. 17. 


If a Bramin of” EVO capacity, who is neither very lebrned, 


nor very ignorant, commits a robbery that deſerves death, the 


„ magiſtrate ſhall ſtamp the mark of the muliebre upon his fore- 
head with a hot i iron, and baniſh him from the 5 pore 


It is well however he is to be beniſhelt the kingdom, or perhups 
rather unfortunate, for who knows but another Indian Minerva 
might ſpring from his head, which indeed would be peculiarly ſer- 
viceable to the Eaſt India Company at this preſent juncture. How- 
ever, if I were to add any remark on this and other occaſions 1 in re- 


gud, to unſeemly puniſhments, I ſhould fay, 


Silvis deducti cayeant, me judice, F. n | 
Neu immunda crepent, Ignominioſa; dicta; 


For as Dr. Stuart * has admirably obſeryed, 1 e offend delicacy 
*"10 the very act of promoting it.“ ang | 


The next thing I wonld' obſerve is fail "Dido ; a poor eulprit 


convicted of a particular kind of theft is condemned . to be ſhaven 


« with the urine of an aſs.“ I will not here contend for the Le- 
gilator's knowledge of the human heart; nor could I conceive what 
was peculiarly intended, till Mr. Nathaniel Braſſey Halhed the 
Tranſlator of the Code informed me, that this puniſhment +, 


Lite the ſtocks and pillory among ourſelves, is intended to 
operate on the feelings of the mind, rather than thoſe of the 


body, and by awakening the ſenſe of ſhame and diſgrace, to 
„ obviate the neceſſity of Corporal Chaſtiſement.” I will not take 
upon me to decide on the nature of Mr. Halhed's 7 or whe⸗ 
ther out of joke he has been 7h or no; but I am of opinion 


* 4 View of Society i in Europe. Note 14, to 5 > of ch. 2d. 


120 Tranſlator's Preface, p. 63, 4to. p. 11 ed. 8 
that 


| . | 
that moſt Europeans would be inclined to. think this Afnine Urinary 
operation as equivalent to any corporal chaſtiſement whatſoever, ſet- 
ting aſide the finer feelings of the mind. _ „ 


It would be highly unjuſt in me not to make one more obſerva- 
tion, for the ſake of recommending the courteſ of Mr. Nathaniel 
Braſſey Halhed to the kind protection of the Ladies, if ever he 
ſhould reviſit the ſhores of England. In the rgth chapter of the 
Code the ſevereſt penalties are enjoined to be inflicted on women 
who tranſgreſs the laws of modeſty. Mr. H. (the Tranſlator) ac- 
counts for it, from the warmth of conſtitution and natural jealouſy | 

of the men; as in the Eaſt the firſt breach of chaſtity in women 1s 
eſteemed deciſive. Mr. H. adds, * Moſes ſeems to have conſi- 
„ dered the offence in at leaſt as ſerious a light as the Gentoos 
„have done; by ordaining ſuch an offender to be ſtoned to death. 
A hard fate ſurely, if we reflect to how many accidents /o frail an 
* article is liable, without any intention or fault of it's poſſeſſor.“ 
Let me add, that in the | r{t ſect. of that chapter, the third ſpecies 
of adultery is defined to be When a man carries a woman into 
a retired place, and the woman /ays nothing: this is called the 
„third and worſt ſpecies of adultery.” Mr. Halhed makes no re- 
mark; it appears to me to be founded on the ſame principle of rea- 
ſoning, as what I remember to have read in ſome humorous comedy, 
„Well, what did he ay? —Say, why he ſaid nothing; — Nothing? 
* there is always ſomething in the wind when a great man's but- 


„ler ſays nothing.” | 


I have-now finiſhed my remarks on the legal part, which I 
could have extended into: Commentaries ; but as Horace ſays, For- 
taſſe Cupreſſum ſcis ſimulare, quid hoc? &c. The remainder will 
not be long; though much more. pleaſing to you; I have only to 
| Kinent it relates to the SHanſcritta, and not to your favourite ori- 


ginal Nagri language. | | No 
Mr. Halhed informs us that Hindoftan (the country of the Gen- 
toos) is a Perfian word, equally unknown to the od or modern 


* TranClator's Preface, p. 64. 1 
Shan- 


Lo [4 "M8 
Shanſcritta ; it is compounded of Stan, a Region, and Hind or 
Hindoo, (who, as Col. Dow ſays, was a fon || of Ham). This 
however is idle; for in the old Shanſcritta, Hindoſtan is denomi- 
nated Bertekhunt, or Tumboogeep. Mr. H's derivation of theſe words 
is ingenious and lively, Fumbzodeep (ſays he) is from Fumboo or 
% Fumbook, a Jackall, an animal remarkably abundant im this coun- 
try, and Deep, any large portion of land furrounded by the ſea,” 
which is a beautifuk periphraſis of an Hand. As to Bertekhunt, (he 
ſays) that is derived from Bherrut, the name of one of the firſt Indian 
Rajahs, and Khunz,-a continent or wide tract of land. Mr. H. 
ik | concludes therefore that Hindoo was not the original name given 
5 / | by the natives, Becauſe it appears from what is advanced above, that 


they uſed another. Bergerſdiciug himſelf could not reaſon more 


logically. 


T need not inform you, that * the Shanſcritta language is very 
1 „ copious and nervous, and the ſtile of the authors wonderfully 
N „ conciſe.” You have not indeed mentioned any of them in your 
l = late Charge, but every body attributes that to your modefly, as you 
= are always unwilling to make a ſhew-of what you have read, or 
not read. Added to that, I dare ſay you remember Dr. Burney's + 
words, and hke him, in order to avoid, as much as poffible, 
| &* loading the page with Greek (or Arabic) you frequently give no- 
i - thing more than references to the edition, and page af any au- 
| * thor in queſtion 7” beſides in theſe days it is by no means neceſ- 
ſary that the Quoter ſhould underſtand the Quotee. I dare fay you 
ree with Mr. Halhed that the SHanſcritta } © far exceeds the 
« Greek and Arabic in the irregularity of its etymology :” this you 
will eaſily ſee, having made almoſt equal progreſs in the three 
tongues, and no man can ground any proceedings againſt you here 
1} by a writ of Sue minus iens exifiit. Though perhaps this tea» 
2 fure of yours is hidden, and you may be in poſſeſſion of one of 
| awelleſtill d & Mr. Richardſon's - Ta/iſmans ** which put it. in, perte 


1 leave this for Mr. Bryant to fight out with the Colonel: 
* Tranſlat. Pref. p. xx1i. ed. 8vo. HOON 

+ Burney Hiſt. Muſic, v. 1. p. 136. note e. | + Pref, ut ſup: 
$ Richardſon's Diſſert. on Eaſtern Languages, ed. 2d. p. 179. 
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71 | 
78 ſafety, by rendering it invjſible to every eye but that of the 
owner.“ N | | 1 


Jam rather ferprized you were not deterred from applying to 
this language, as Mr. Halhed ſays, that Some of the Shanſcrit 
„Grammar are too ab/truſe even for the comprehenſion of moſt. 
&* Bramins; and others 100 prolir ever to be uſed but as refe- 
* rences.” I think ſuch works muſt for ever be denied to vulgar uſe, 
and you may be permitted to enjoy them without a rival. Though. 
there is one acceſſible Grammar, it ſeems, which Mr. Halhed fayst, 
is One of zhe ſhortef, named the Saraſootee, that contains between 
*© two and three hundred pages, and was compiled by Ancodhootee 
«* Seroopenan Acharige, with a conciſeneſ that cam ſcaree be paralleled? 
„in any other language.“ I think, if you would lend me this 
conciſe Grammar, in a few months even ſuch a common under- 
ſtanding as mine would begin to comprehend a few of the principles. 


At firſt I was rather at a loſs to comprehend why you had given 
fuch ſevere application to. this tongue ; but Mr. Halhed has un- 
folded the myſtery. I am now convinced that it ought to be the 
peculiar ſtudy of every Profeſſor of divinity, as that gentleman ſays , 
„ That the Shanſcritta character, uſed in Upper Hindoſtan, zs {aid 
„to be the ſame original letter delivered to the people by Brichma. 
9 3 poſſibly you may not recollect to be the ſuppoſed imme- 
diate agent of creation under the ſpirit of the Almighty) and. 
„ which is ſtiled Dierunager, or the Langhage of Angels.” Now 
as you evidently aſpire to be an Angel of light, I think you. acted 
with propriety in learning their language; though indeed we are 
told that Angels are of 7wwo ſorts. | | | 

If you ſhould by chance have miſlaid, loſt, or forgot your Sara- 
footee Grammar, you will be much gratified in being reminded. that 
in the four Beids, which you remember are the original Sacred Wri- 


tings of the Hindoos, the length of the vowels is marked. by a 
mulical note or fign called Mazrang. I mention this that you may 


+ Tranflat, Pref, p. xxiii, ed. 880.  * Pref. ut ſup. | 
2 for 


1 


For the future mark your diſcauritx ; for though all the world allows 


them to be harmonious, yet there are ſome ears which think they 
ſtill require modulation; but it is merely for want of the inſertion 


of proper Matrangs. The original Saraſootee has theſe words: 
The vowels are of three forts, ſhort, long, and continued (or to 


* uſe a more mufical word) holding. The Chaſh (a ſmall bird 
*« peculiar to Hindoſtan) utters one Matrang ; the Crow two Ma- 
„ trãngs; and the Peacock three Matrangs; the Mouſe half a Ma- 
«© zrang.” Now if you will adopt this method, the world will 
then know how many Matrangs a W— or a Fackdaww utters. 


Mr. Halhed, to give ſome aint idea of theſe arbitrary notes, has 
inſerted the following line, with the ſeveral Matrangs : + 
Tess möbndee kreels bederbo bedero bederos. 


There is no occaſion to render this line into Engliſh, as even a 


ſhallow dabbler in the Shanſcritta may comprehend it. You. will 


obſerve with Mr. Halhed, that the laſt ſyllable of the word 
„ bederoo with three Matrangs is held for near a minute, gradually 
% ſinking, and then ſwelling out with a freſh rinforza to mark the 


„ Matrangs.” You may remember in my. Heroic Addreſs, When 


I compared your Preaching to the Abbate Fibbietti's Smgimg +, Job- 
ſerved: that though your Intonations were perfectly true, yet you 
wanted a /hake a little more open. I here have added Mr. Halhed's 


' remark, that you may pay a little more attention to your gradual 
fakings, and be careful from them to ell out with emphatic freſh 


rinforzas to the great edification and entertainment either of a ſacred 


or a gentle Election Audience. You know Verbum fat Sapienti. 


The world. requires perfection in whatever you undertake. 


Though you eſteem it rather abſurd © * to think of ſoothing the 
„ anxieties incident to human life by peruſing Arabian Poetry ;” 
yet certainly you never meant it ſhould extend to the Shanſcritta, 


which 1s the Language of Angels, who have always been eſteemed 


+ Heroic Addreſs, p. 25. | 
* Dr. W. 's Diſcourſe to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Ely, on May 9 and 10, 
1780. p. 4. | | | 
| | conſo- 


1 


conſolatory Beings,” I 'tberefore imagine you have received great 
comfort and relief from the contemplation of the variety of it's 

different metres, of the Munnee. Hurreneh Chund, or line of twelve 

or nineteen ſyllables, of the Cabee Chund, or line of eleven ſylla- 

bles, and many other metres; which comfort has. doubtlels almoſt 

increaſed to the diſtracting paſſion of Love for them. Vet, though | 
men in general are ſaid to be bewitched with zhe love of a particular 

object, yet you need not be under. any ſuch apprehenſion, for your 

friend the welleſtilldd Mr. Richardſon could inform you, that 
„ an Ass head, cabolſically prepared, 1 is an effectual defence 

„ againſt faſcination. As therefore | may tickle your fancy with 

ale, let me preſent you with one elegant Poem, or 


Aſhlogue Munneh Hurrenee Chund, or of nineteen ſi yllables. 5 


e needhee ſhungktya, 2 5257 telum dhonãta 
gesrcër dhbatewo 

Neeſtssrn terectam peter Ene Tn CO OR 

Prãptã kapee Werat&tha, . 


I have given the proper muſical Matrings, if you ſhould be inclined 


to inſert. it in an alien public ſpeech ;,;the,,tranſlation of it is as 
follows, by Mr. Halhed, for the inſtruction, of the uninitiated; 205 


« From the inſatiable defire of riches, * T have digged beneath 
« the earth; I have fought by gel? to tranſmute 188. metals 
of the mountains. 
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have traverſed the queen ae oceans; 31 band wild welt 
for the gratification of monarchs (Dukes md Biſbops.) | 


„I have not gamed « one rw e 0 Avarice, the buſineſs 
« is over!“ | 


rn TIT OST Ton On 


And wich this cling Ablegue or Poem my nee is aſs' over; 
for which, no more than yourſelf, I certainly ſhall not gain one 
cowry 3 but the Mules, and Avarice were never yet allied to each 
other; | | 


* Diſſert. on Oriental Langusges, &c. ed. 2d. P. 179. 
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Ln. 
Sed me Parnaſſi deſerta per ardua duleĩs 
Raptat Amor; juvat ire jugis, que nulla priorum 
Caſtaliam molt: divertitur orbita clivo. 


11 ſtould not have troubled you with theſe curſory and flimſy 


remarks on this Gentoo Code, and the Si lor Shanſcritta tongue, 
had I not known your peculiar fondneſs for the ſubject, and the 
univerfality of your genius, which comprehends or at leaſt. graſps 


at knowledge with ſo vehement an ardour; that it is at laſt forced 


to cry out in the agony of literary deſpair {It is a mortifying re- 
& feckion; that we know very little of the hiffory of the human 
& race; efpecially—when there is a probad/lity that we might know 
< more” | 1 8 
I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, P 

pour moſt obliged and devoted ſervant, 

Now within my dark domain, 

Let me, let me ſleep again. 


P. S. 1 think proper to inform fuch of my Readers as it may 


ww % 4 - 


concern, that I have bidden a long farewell to the more enchant- 


ing dreams of Poetry, that I may cultivate the power of proſe ; 
nor ſhall I ever reſume my Poetry again, except I ſhould endeavour 
to accompliſh a very extenſive deſign, which is now in embryo, 
upon Impoſture in general, but particularly on the worſt ſpecies of it, 
Literary I re. If my neceſſary avocations ſhould not permit 
me to compleat it; I may then pofibly reduce it to the form of an 
Heroic Epiſtle to the celebrated Dr. Graham of the Adelphi. 1 
never expect to be a favourite with the public at large, who certainly 


cannot reliſh compoſitions like mine; but there are ſome who un- 


derſtand and know their worth: If I am aſked who they are, I 


| Pauci quos æquus amavit 
Jupiter, aut ardens evexit ad æthera Virtus, 
Dus geniti! | 


* * *” 


4 Dr. W.'s Diſcourſe to his Ely Clergy, May 9 and 10, 1780. p. 6. See alſo my 
remarks on this paſſage—Heroic Addreſs to Dr. W. p. 15, &c. | 
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This Tanaris, called Munnoo Smiſtee, will enlighten the World like a Torch. 
.Code of Gentoo Laws, ed. 8vo. Tranſ. Pref. p. xxxix. 


IR 


a> ED 1 21 = „G 
Tatolat yaminallabi ma lila hilatoun. : N 
| | Moollakat Amralkeiſi, Diſt. 27, 


| Which being interpreted, is, 
By the right hand of God, you ſhall (no longer) be deceived. 


LONDON: PRINTED 1780. 
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Rev. JOHN DOUGLAS, D. D. &. Ge. 


THE ARCH-DETRCTOR 
O F 2 
LITERARY N (( 
5 THE FOLLOWING 
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Wide flows th* 4fyrian River's ſtreaming pride | 
But ſcarf and ugly ſlime diſtain its ſwelling tide, 


— — : * 


. 


Pͤ . ⁵˙ 1 ⁵—— ˙— oi» 


—— — —————— ͤ — —[U— ͤͤ — PrAs PHIL om. ee — —— — 222 nt — 


5 
DISSERTATION, &. 


\ S it is an opinion univerſally aſſented to by all the learned 
| of every denomination in the various clmates of the habi- 
table world, that the life of man is always commenſurate 
to the vaſt deſigns his ſpirit forms, and that very few interruptions 
intervene to impede their completion; that the ſame vivacity con- 
ſtantly animates him, if the flight attacks of a fever or the ſtone 
give not a momentary reſpite to his labours ; that ſubjects of inte- 
refting curioſity require the ſame attention as the vulgar occupations 
of the flock and herd of the ſpecies ; it has therefore been a matter 
of much marvel unto my underſtanding, that Oriental Manners, 
Literature, and Languages have been fo long buried in oblivion, 
till my choſen ſons, Chambers *, Richardſon, and Watſon, in their 
ſeveral departments, raiſed them from their grave to the notice and 
admiration of the world. | | | „ hwgzes Be 


- It is a deep obſervation of my ſon Richardſon +, that The 
& manners of mankind muſt ever form an intereſting enquiry. In 
| | | ME 85 every 


* Martinus Scriblerus wifely declines to meddle with the property of Malcom Mac- 
greggor, Eſq. except in the mere mention of his name. | 

+ John Richardſon, Efq. F. S. A. Author of the Diſſertation of Oriental Languages, &c. 
and Author of an Arabic Difionary.—lT beg leave to copy a note from my Heroic Addreſs 
to Dr. W. relative to this gentleman. * Every friend to Oriental Literature will hope 
«« that a certaiu Great Perſonage will attend to a' hint given by Mr: Richardſon in his 
« Diſſertation. Among many inſtances of Tamerlane's attention to literature, he pre- 
« ſented Firuſbadi, Author of an Arabic Diftionary, with FIVE THOUSAND PIECES 
« oF GOLD, as a reward for his induſtry and learning.” (Difſert. ad ed. p. 238.) 

Rettulit acceptos, regale numiſma, Philippos. | | 

« Though I fear, if Mr. R. were to apply at St. James's for Firuſbadi's reward, he 
„ would receive an anſwer like that which Alexander gave to the ambaſſadors of Darab, 
Hr . ER Os - * manded 
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| „ 
<< every age: and climate they diſplay a wonderful diver ity of cha- 
„ racter, and exhibit a picture ſo variouſly coloured, that we are 
convinced by experience alone, that the great original of the whole 
« is Man . I imagine however my ſon Watſon would not en- 
tirely agree with him, as thinking that this writer, though elegant, 
does not pay ſufficient reverence to the wandering tribes and hordes 
of the worſhipful the Orang-Owangs, the apron-bellied Caffres, and 
the moon-eyed Albinos; who are ſo variouſly coloured *, that it may admit 
of a doubt, whether experience really does convince us, that the great 
and fole original of the whole is Man. I would obſerve with pa- 
ternal affection for them both, that there is much to be ſaid on 
both ſides; but as Man is the only animal that uſeth articulate ſpeech, 
I cannot accede to my archi-diaconal favourite, in conceiving that 
Orang-Outangs and Caffres are any of the perſonages delineated in 
my Richardſon's varzouſly-coloured picture; which expreſſion I admire, 
as he evidently alluded to Cebes's picture of human life, which for 
Some moments has eſcaped the ſagacity of my darling Richard. But I by 
no means intend to treat in this place of language in general, hav- 
g in my memoirs conſidered it in all its parts; but mean to con- 
fins b If to the Oriental tongues, that the world may no longer 
entertain a doubt of their utility, and be convinced of the folly of 
thoſe who refuſe to cultivate them, and who, in the u ords of true 
eloquence , unconſcious of its importance, fritter away this ſhort 
6q period of exiſtence in a frivolous attention to trivial concerns, 
“and in a /lavyh ſubſerviency to the uniform prejudices Y the age and 
« 27 5 in amy _ happen to be born.” 


«© when 6 demanded the annual tribute of golden egg*; That the bird which laid 
Inq tren was flown to the other (or We fern) world.” (Diſſert, p- 590 
, wo od ſi 


Jm ſubtile videndis artibus iuud 1 
Ad Libros & ad hæc Muſarum dona vocares, re: 
Beotum in craſſo jurares are natum. 
4 But Mr. R. has told us, that * Riches and Honour conferred on men of N in he 
% Faſt, has nothing ſimilar in our Weſtern world.” Diſſert. ed. 2d. p. 75. 
Heroic addreſs, [3 22. 
t Diſſert. ed. 2d. p. 1. | | 4 
* Many of their B- ckſ-des are like the Dove s neck in Tac : 
Varia e vaga | 
In cento modi i riguardanti appaga. _ Tass0. 1 
- Dr. Walon" s Diſcourſe to the Clergy of Ely, May 9 and 10, 1780. p. 8. 


5 Prejudices 


1 


Prejudices they 0 are; though my principles are not ſo 


aviſb as to approve of the deſpotiſm of the Eaſt, and cannot but 
reflect with horror on that bloody-minded tyrant, * who could 
« with indifference make pyramids of heads, and bake thouſands 
alive in a mud pye, or en. them in a mortar.” My ſons fur- 
niſh me ſo frequently with beautiful ſentences, that the e will 
pardon a father's vauity, in being willing to diſplay their own deep 

obſervations in their own words, and 1 in their own innate luſtre : 


Poſthabui illorum mea ſeria ludo. 


But my buſineſs is with language alone. With what rapture 15 1 
contemplate the Hebrew, the Chaldaic or Syriac, the Arabic, Phœ- 
nician, Egyptian, Azotian, Perſian, Parthian, Median, Elamite, 
Cappadocian, Pontic, Afiatic, Pamphylian, Lycaomc, Cretan, 


Shanſcritta, and would I might name thee, thou antique Nagri! 


but compaſſion for my Richard's feelings prevents my utterance— 
he would have celebrated thee—but—his emotions were too Rrong 


—he tried i in vain— ; 


Tu quoque magnam 
Partem opere in tanto, /ineret. dolor, Icare, haberes. 


Bis conatus erat caſus e in auro, 10 rene, 
Bis cecidere manus. | 1e ed N 


*. 


Had he tried the third time, 9 1 knows what jght have been | 


the conſequence !— | | 110i 


As to: the Aten Wii of thels Lander 8. my ſon Rich- 
ardſon informs me, that St. Ephraim and St. Baſil % that 
the Aramean or Meſopotamian dialect of the Syriac, was that in 
„ which God delivered his commands to Adam; the Maronites 
& contend for the Chaldaic; Mr. Webb for the Chineſe ; Goropius 


40 Becanys: and Fe are warm for the Teutonic; whilſt Gregory 


* 12 
41 ine Mt 
: * . p * 
v4 * 1 . 


8 „ berdtese Pine ed. 24. p. 37 5. Hh 6 


+ See Dr. W. 's golden Diſcourſe—and his ebene kimedthtione die the borstag of n 


e Nagri manuſcripts—** A loſs this much to be regretted!” p. 8. Woe unto 
thee Napal! thy houſes ſhall become dale et in 0 feſeungen they ene 


f more mall, &c. Kc. 1 w. | '# 
4 Richardſon's Diſſert. edit 2d. p. 228; Ke lid Sof 1 ad 
| | . Nyſſius 
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Fi] 
« Nyffeus (or Gregorius Nazianzenus) declares his antagoniſt 
« Eunomius an improus Heretic for ſuppoſing man to have receives 


any language whatever from God.” 


. ** 


Sic ſic ſe habererem neceſſe prorſus eſt; 

| Ratiane vincis; do lubens manus, Plato. | 
I cannot but regard with abhorrence the interpolations of modern 
Par Deftonrs or Prieſts ; it is the original languages which I adore ; 
for I am convinced with Mr. Richardſon, that © * the following and 
% ſimilar words could hardly ever have been articulated by a Per- 
& ſtan: Rethvaumtch?, Khſchetreiao, Faterienmiche, Thvoreſchtara 
„ Peretreghnhetche ;” I might add by any other Oriental or Occi- 
dental perſons whatſoever ; they are evident forgeries. 


As to the language of Arabia no one is hardy enough to deny its 
utility or antiquity, as its + Source lies far beyond hiſtoric proof.” 
But as to #he pains which the Arabians themſelves have taken with 
their language, my ſon Richardſon has put them beyond a doubt. 
Away with the diligence of a Stephens or a Johnſon ; let the Ori- 
entals be the great guides; their unexampled fedulzty is yet, and 
ever will be, unrivalled. Hear Biſhop: Pocock 1n his preface to the 
Carmen Tograi ; J have not the work by me, but a ſon ſupplies the 
deficiencies of his father. IA king having ſent to a grammarian 
& for the books in his poſſeſſion relative to that tongue, he deſired 
* the meſſenger to inform the monarch, that if he ie, to have 
< them, he muſt ſend s1xTY CAMELs{ 7o carry the Dictionaries 
% alone. This is a' circumſtance, which my dear Richardſon ſays 
% may give ſome idea of the pains which the Arabians have taken 
„ with their language.“ I bluſh for Europe. When ſhall we ſee 
ſuch royal Patrons of Oriental Literature as || Malekſhah Felaleddin, 
King of Perſia; Keder ben Ibrabim, Sultan of the Gheznevrides ; 
&< and Keder Khan, the Khakan, or King of Turqueſtan, beyond 
« the Gihon.” When will George the Third, King of Great 
Britain, rival the mighty Khakan, ang. (uypgrt W ſons Richardſon 
aud Watſon in the ſame barbaric ſplendor, in which the Khakan 


* Richardſon ut ſup. p. 231. : + Richardſon, p. „ Richardſon ut ſup. p. 230. 
9 About 300 horle-loads. Richardſon ut ſup. p. 32 & 33. 


&« ſupported 


[ 29 J 

4 ſupported a literary Academy in his palace conſiſting of a hun- 
* dred men of the higheſt reputation in the Eaſt *. When ſhall we 
ſee my adored //atſon, like Amak, who was called Aboulnagih al 
* Bokhari, who was the Madu' ſboara or Chief of the Poets, poſ- 
6 ſels, excliſive of a. great fenfion, among other articles of Eaſtern 
Luxury, a vaſt number of male and female ſlaves, with thirty horſes 
of ſtate richly caparifoned, and a retiuue in proportion to attend 
* HIM wherever he goes?“ Name not the Europeans, name not 
the regions of the Weſt ; they poſſeſs neither Patrons nor Authors; 
but Amongſt the Oriental Hiſtorians, Philoſophers, Rhetori- 
<« clans, and Poets, many will be found, who would do honour 
to any age or people; while their romances, their ales, and their 
fables ſtand upon a ground, which Europeans, in ſome points, have 
*© have hardly yet found pewwers, to reach +.” It is, it is; Foſeph my 
San is yet alive 


Avaunt and quit my fight—let the earth hide ye, 
Ye Newtons, Bacons, Miltons, Bolingbrokes, 
Cervantes, Fielding, and abſurd Le Sage, 
Your bones are marrowleſs, your blood is cold; 
Ye have no meg in thoſe eyes, 
Which ye do glare with! | 

Another remarkable circumſtance which recommends the Ori- 
entals, is their attention to Chronology ; not deciding with Cog- 
matical certainty within a century or two, but leaving it open to. 
the world to determine as to the probability of the time and place 
of the exiſtence of any celebrated perſonage; for inſtance, Zoroafter.. 
Take my fon Richardſon's account of him; and obſerve how ne- 
ceſſary it is that the foundation of all real knowledge ſhould be. 
laid in doubt, © T ZoroasTER, by Pliny, is called a Proconneſian; 
„by Suidas, an Aſſyrian and Medo-Perſian; by others he is ſtiled 
„ Pamphylian, an Armenian, a Bactrian, an Indian, and a Chi- 
* neſe. His ra is ſtill more wide of poſſibility than his Birth-- 


* Evidently ſuch an Academy as Dr. Watſon wiſhes to have eſtabliſhed at Cambridge, 
merely for the ſake of Sir Jacob Downing's reputation, without the leaſt conſideration. 
of his own. 

+ Richardſon ut ſup. p. 34. t Richardſon ut ſup. p. 230. 7 

5 H place. 


ö 3 1 h 
« place. Plin (l. 30. c.1.) places him 2houſands of years before 
«+ Moſes: HeWhadoras, Platonicus, Hermippus, and Plutarch, 


„ 5000. years before the ſiege of Troy; Suidas, only 500 years 
66 before that period; Eudoxas, 6009 years before the death of 
% Plato; Xanthus Lydius 600 years before Darius Hyſtaſpes. 
+ Tuſtin 1300 years before Sardauapalus; while others fix him in 
the days of Ninns and Semiramis, who ſeem to be equally un- 
defined with himſelf. Some Eaſtern writers place Zerduſht 
4 (or Zoroaſter) 1300 years after the flood; ſome make him the 
«« diſciple of Elija or Eliſha, others of Ozair, Ezra or Eſdras. Some 
** confider him as Abraham; others as the uſurper Zohak ; and 
* ſome, according to d'Herbelot, have conceived him to have 
been Smerdus Magus. But the greater number make him co- 
temporary with Kiſhtab, King of Perſia, and conſequently, ſup- 
“ poſe him to have lived near 500 years before the Chriſtian æra.“ 


Intervalla vides humane commoda: 


You perceive, like our firſt Father, „the world was all before him, 
where to chooſe his place of reſt; and ſucceeding generations 
are permitted to weigh the matter, before they fix their place of 
appulſe; and may be inclined to ſay with Archimedes, Ass re orw. 


I muſt now beg leave to ſpeak ſomething relative to the æra of 
the Creation of the World, among that learned and poliſhed na- 
tion the Hindoos, which tends to create more ſublime and rational 
notions than thoſe which ſome ignorant Pretenders to ſcience have 
adopted from Moſes. *© Their p/au/ible accounts of thoſe remote 
“ages, and their undeviating confidence in their own aſſertions, never 
“ can fail to make fome impreſſion upon us, in proportion as we gain 
& a clearer mfight into them.” This is the obſervation of a Relation 
of mine, Mr. Nathaniel Brafſey Hathed in his Preface to his 
Tranſlation of the Code of Gentoo Laws. He then informs us 
of the ſtupendous intervals of duration, the four Fogues or diſtinct 
ages of the world, according to the Hindoos. . They are as follow: 


— code of Gentoo Laws, ed. 8vo. Tranſlat. Pref. p. _ | | 
+ Mr. Halhed, the Tranſlator of the Code, is by no means a ſon of the great Scrib- 
lerus, though there are evident marks of relation/hiþ to him, 
: T 4; Ihe 


"Ca! 


48 uttee Yogue (or age of Purity) is ſaid to have laſted 
% 3,200,000 years; and they hold that 84. life of man was, in 
© that age, extended to 100,000 DMs and that his Jatare” was 
5 21 cubits. POSE = | 


2. The Tirtah Nig To age in which e of f mankind 


„ were reprobate) they ſe to have conſiſted of 2,400,000 
F4 e and that men then ived to the age of t0,000 years. 


6 2 The Droapaar f agu rin which half of the esa race 


60 4 depraved) endured 1,600,000 years, and men's lives 
were reduced to 1000 Years. 

4. The Collee Fogue (in which all mankind are en or 
« Fey leſſened, tor that is the true meaning of Collee) is the pre- 
„ ſent æra, which they ſuppoſe ordained to ſubſiſt 420,000, of 
« which near 5000 years are already paſt, and, man's life in this 


„ period is limited to 100 years.“ 


What an auguſt idea does this account raiſe in the inquiſitive 
mind of the wonders of Creation, and of the dignity of the human 
race! What a juſt reflection does my Nathaniel make upon it! He 
cries out, and well he may; Computation is Igſt and conjecture over. 
** whelmed in the attempt to adjuſt ſuch ꝙoniſbing ſpaces of time to 
* our own confined notion of the World's Epoch, to ſuch antiquity 
the Moſaic Creation is but as yeſterday ; and to ſuch ages the 
+ life of Methuſelah is no more than a ſpan.” No doubt this is 
a marvellous conſideration, and we may reaſonably imagine did 
confound for a ſpace many wiſe Bramins and other great Perſonages; 
and we find among the number Rajan PRIchurr, who lived in 
the earlieſt ages of the Collee Fogue. Mr. Halhed informs us, that 
at 7he igſigation of this Ra An A work was compoled by 
«© Shuhek Diew,. a learned Bramin (fon of Beafs, the famous au- 
* thor of the Mahabareb) containing the hiſtory of India through 


4" preceding Jogues, with. the ſucceſſion of the ſeveral Rajahs, 


+ I perceive Martinus has not forget the Mitrangs, or Muſical Notes, 
Code ut ſup. Tran. Pref. P. xliii, | 2 
en 6 an 


132 } 


and the duration of their reigns. This curious hiſtory, called 
„ SHREE BHAGBUT, ſtill ſubſiſts, divided into twelve Aſcund 
* or Books (literally branches) and into three thouſand and twenty 
„ chapters.” Hear, ye Occidental Sceptics! Bow before this learned 
Bramin, and lament your + State of irremediable ignorance in theſe 
glorious eaſtern tongues! Is it a ſmall thing to be able to read the 
original of hiſtories not only of times that have been, but of times 
which never were? My Nathaniel cries out, hat fhall awe ſay to 
* A WORK compoſed 4000 years ago, and from thence tracing 
„ mankind upwards through eral millions of years?” M bat 
fall we ſay to it? — Vulgar unenlightened fouls would reply. V-. 
thing at all; but my children, and all votaries of true erudition 
have learned better things. . 


Magnus ab integro Sæclorum naſcitur Ordo! 


But what I eſteem as the primary effort of human ſagacity and 
the chief glory of the preſent age, is to behold the pride of Greece, 
that vaunting, /hallow-dabbling, muddle-headed nation, humbled 
and proſtrate in the duſt before the feet of — * my ſon Richardſon ! 
Where is now the boaſt of Marathon? where the hardy deeds of 
I This elegant expreſſion Martinus has borrowed from his ſon Watſon. Diſc, to the 
Clergy of Ely, p. 6. E By TIES UT 

t © To borrow a favourite word from the learned gentleman, there is ſomething 
chaotic in all this.” Richardſon ut ſup. p. 393. | PB, 

Mr. R. is ſpeaking of Mr. Bryant; whom he was filly enough to attack, Mr. Bryant 
has ſpoken for himſelf on the occaſion ; ſo I am ſilent. | 

' * Richardſon ut ſup. ch. 2. ſect. 2. in which he treats the Greek writers with unex- 
ampled cruelty, What I obſerved about Dr. W. with regard to the Arabic tongue, 
| ſeems to be true with reſpect to this Gentleman, mutatis mutandis. | Is 
% They then talked to him in the Arabic (here, read Creek) Tongue; which, he not 
„ underſtanding, it was obſerved to have very great weight with. him.” Swift of Ed. Curl. 
Mr. Richardſon ſays, in the above chapter, that we (read Ze) difpute not the ex- 
« iſtence of our Engliſh Arthur, though we believe not in the Giants and Magic of Geoff ry, 
« of Monmouth.” I remember Mr. Bryant once fold me himſelf, that he did diſpute 
the exiſtence of Prince Arthur; Geoffrey and his. Giants he would not meddle with, 
being but a little man himſelf : however he was a mortal foe to the Trejan horſe (or mare) 
and had a few ſcruples about the Trefan war itſelf ; but while he was deſcanting on 
the aforeſaid Trojan mare, methought, | 
Stetit illa tremens, uteroq; recuſlo, 

Inſonuere cavæ, gemitumq; dedere cavernæ l 


Salanate 


k 331. 
Salamins 2 bene the bold unſubmitting ſoul of the Spartan hero? 
Behold, my ſon has reverſed the wonders; of Ithuriel's ſpear, a touch 
of his ſteel has reduced, thoſe ' gigantic ſhapes to Pygmy ſtature! | 18 


* T7 2 . 

ab rhjvick the? more, 2 now the world uy 1 7 thoſe the; 
crable models of + pretended juſt writing, the Herodotus, the Thü 
eydides, and the Xenophons; while the Fanden. the Khondemirs, the 
 Moroujoldahabs will rear their reverend heads! no longer ſhall my 
neglected Khondemir complain in unavailing anguiſh 1, That ſince 
the age of reaſon and diſcernment, he has employed his time in- 
e ceſantly, in reading and reſearch. after hiftory, colleRing every 
„thing aſeful and agreeable from the works of the belt Writers; 
and yet be unregarded. Lo! the day-ſtar of the Orient beams dif- 
fuſive ſplendor! they come, they come; Sons of the morning 
Lords of the mew Aſcendant! Richardſon and n 


| Ay? Auroræ populis et Uttore rubro File „ 
_ Fgyptum, vireſq; Orientis, et ultima ſecum | 5 
Bactra vehunt! 18 


They trample with Juſt indignation on the meagre produQions of 


Athens—the Greeks! Avuroybores, indeed ?—but I forbear—it is true 
—Duft they were: 1 Duſt let them return. Let my Sons in their 
ſtead be conſidered as the objects of adoration; let the ſame worſhip 
be paid to them as to the Ægyptian Onion, the Druid Gar or 


the great Arabian Stone Devil in the valley of Mouna 9 


oe 
Art 


My Richardſon ſays, with Juſticeſ; „We have the hiſtory of 
* the Perſians, as given us by the Greeks; and the hiſtory of the 
„ Perfians, as written by themſehves.”"" Away with theſe peſtilential 
Greeks; the Perfians muſt have been by ft ae of their own 
atchievements; 8 | 

* Veſtigia G 
1 Aufi deſerere et elebrare ungen fads, Wees 


11 
7 (B87 It. ** N f | 
11 IAI se 9. NN een 


+ As the Roman Catholics ſay, L'Egliſe brerendie reformie. 
+ Preface to his Univerſal Hiſtory. 8 
e ut Top. at 112. OY bt biker. ut op * 10 
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chey could have 2 motives to aggrandize their own renown; they 
muſt ſpeak the whole truth. Where is the Great Cyrus ? where 
the Lydian Cræſus? where the lordly Cambyſes and his frantic ex- 
pedition againſt the Ethiopians ?—The Perſian knows them not; my 
Son diſclaims them: he ſcorns the acquaintance of Smerdis Magus, 
from an honeſt regard to his well-earn'd reputation; he never heard 
the ſnorting of the Hyſtaſpean horſe ; nor can he find. a veſtige 
of blood on tho well-foughten plain of Marathon. Thermopylæ 
vaniſh before him; the Perſian ſpeaks; he waves his magic wand; 

and lo, the viſionary Fabric of Grecian ſtructure nn 08 the 
icy-pillar d dome before the ray of Mithras: 


Ne pid il Palagio appar; ne pur le 1 
Veſtigia, nè dir FHP, Egli qui fue! 


Will any man * now to give up a few years of his exiſtence 
to the cultivation of Perſic and Arabian lore, when he has an 
opportunity offered him of inveſtigating the moſt. precious and in- 
tereſting truths? Will any one preſume to fay, that man is born 
& but to die, and reaſons but to err,” when he ſees what a Rich- 
ardſon has performed? Will not the noble and ingenuous youth 
of the age engage with avidity in this palæſtra? Will they not be 
tempted (as it requires ſo triſing a part of their life) will they not, 
I fay, be tempted to explore 1 * Manuſcripts, which at preſent might 
% almoſt. as well be at fapan; as from among a great many of 
« ſmall value, ſome real literary treaſures would perhaps be diſco- 
« vered; but eſpecially/as there is a probability that they might at 
laſt be convinced on good grounds that, The Grecian writers, 
to dignity their country, may, have turned an, hyperbole into an 
“ hiſtoric fact; and ſwelled 7he Rur of the Ken N into 
the millions of the Perfian King 8 | 


I think, from what has been adyanced relative to the Perfian and 
Arabic tongues , no one can entertain a doubt, whether young 
men 


+ Richardſon's Diſſert. ut ſup. p. 7 * Richardſon, p. 54» 
* As Martinus Scriblerus has wholly declined giving any account of Oriental manners, 
I cannot but mention a ſingular trait of their humanity,. from Mr. Richardſon, whom 


— ſo ny regards with an affectionate eye. He obſerves that © The ſuperſti- 
. 8 * tious 
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men of genius and abilities, and of five talents, ſhould, as my own off. 
ſpring, my beloved Watſon, has obſerved, be for ever confined 
, to. the making a few . meagre additions to the learned labours of 
<« ſuch as have gone before them, in publiſhing or commenting on 
& the works of Greek and Roman authors, whilft the extenſive field 
% of Arabic, Perfic, and Chineſe literature remains unknown or un- 
6 explored.” As to Chineſe, I think youth may defer the inveſti- 
gation of the treaſures contained in that language, till a more ma- 
ture age; as I believe the Bramins themſelves by no means under- 
ſtand the whole of their ſcope ; nor can unfold the various ſignifi- 
cations even of one and the fame; character. I give ths {merely as my 
opinion, and as the only thing in which I differ from that profound 
writer; yet I would be ſorry to be conſidered as ſetting bounds to 
a laudable ambition. But, however, as I am rather inchned to 
debar them from that alluring fludy; 1 cannot on the other hand 
ſpeak too rapturouſly of the Shanſeritia language, as the treaſures 
concealed therein are great. If the charms of Poetry or Philoſophy 
ever caught their muſing hours ; here the young ſtudent might revel 
unreſtrained and quaff boldly the inſpiring draught, the 
Spumantem . pateram, et pleno fe proluat auro ! 


I ſhall give ſome few ſpecimens of Shanſcritta Poetry and Erudition 
with-which my relation Mr. Nathaniel Brafley Halhed has ſupplied 
me, in his preface to the Code of Gentoo Laws. What de- 
licacy of ſentiment in the old Hindoo bards ! What lively and pleaſe 
ing images! What harmonious metre f How obvious the ſentiment! 
How eaſy is the perception of it to the meaneſt underſtanding !. 


To ſee their beauties no man needs to. ſtoop : 
They have the whole horizon for their hoop ! + 


«© tious reſpect which Eaſtern people have entertained for tots, is wonderful! This 

6 ſingular veneration (he adds) which has beea-ſhewa. for natural Ideots, might often, 

«© we may eaſily believe, induce artful men to counterfeit folly, either to advance their 

« fortunes, or, &c.” I cannot pretend to diſtinguiſh. between counterfeit and natural 

ideots ; 1 therefore only ſuppoſe that ſome modern writers on Eaſtern ſubjects are coun» 

terfeits, as no man can have the temerity to conſider them as natural 1deots. 35 
5g + Welſted's Poems. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, I ſhalt gratify the choſen youth with 4 e eee wa. as it 


might be termed; or in the . e tin V uso At. 
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The wee are fu e to be n lambies; ; the eranſ: 
lation is as follows : 25 A 


A father in debt. i is an enemy (to. his lan). 

A mother of ſcandalous behaviour is an enemy (to har! fon)... 
A wife of a beautiful figure i is an enemy (to her Minen 

A ef no learning is am Enemy (to his parents). {pug $a, i 


% 
= > = 


II 


We perceive here the whole beauty of each verſe is reſerved for 
the parenthetic extremities ; how marvellouſly 1 is the attention ſuſ- 
tained till The en of each verſe! 'withour the (parentheſis it would 
be equally, unintelligible to the vulgar or learned reader. The 
remind me of Prince Prettyman's I OH in the Rehearſal ; in Chick 
it was difficult to conceive, where the vis was "concealed. Where 
(fays, I forget who) does the joke lie?—Lie? (fays Mr. Bayes) 
in he Boots, to be ſure; w nich every one will allow to be Paren- 
theſes 1 in Which the extremities .of men 8 underſtandings are en- 
e 

11 N n 25114690 118701 881% | 
= & ſhall next ” reſort: my r neador with a Poem in Rs the beau- 
ties of nature and art are diſplayed with a ſimplicity of language 
"gs elegance of ſentiment hitherto unrivalled. It is 


An Aſblogue Munch: Hurrench 0 hund, or | Ranza of twelve 
| ſyllables. * wor n 


; |  Shtſheena che neeſba b ehe dates, & xc. 8 
oy h Tranſ- 


＋ * 
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: Tranſlated thus : 
The night is for the moon, and the moon is for the night: 
When the moon and the night are 1 it is the glory of 


| the heavens. 
| The lotus, of water-lilly, 15 for the dream; and the . 18 


for the water-lilly : f 
When the ſtream and the water-lilly meet, it is + the: glory of 


the canal. 


9 This beautiful 3 of compoſition (fays Mr. Halhed) f 18 
* called the Koondelze Chund, from Koondelee, a circle, and an- 
ſwers nearly to the word Rondeau, which ſort of verſe it exactly 
imitates.“ What harmony might be conjoined with ſuch words 
of pleaſaunce ! ! Ohthat Sacchini, or Bertoni may VKcept of this hint 
from me! The muſical world is already acquainted with ſympho- 
nies expreſſing the flight of clouds 2, the deſcent of angels *, and all 
that admits of expreſſion in pictureſque ſound: how eaſy then would 
be the conception, if proper notes could be adapted 10 expreſs the 
advancing of the moon to the night, and of the night to the moon, 
eſpecially as, in the act of concurrence, that dreadful cataſtrophe 


mentioned by the Great Tragedian could not take place; . 
When Gods met Gods, and joſtled ; 15 the dark! } 9714 


But 45 us — ett wwe let us a8 the Rad of the 1 
hearc laid open; let us no longer contemplate mere inanimate ob- 
jets; It is: it is: I feel the power of ſympathy—I melt—I burn 
—the magic of poetry prevails—Read this extatic 

Aßplogue Aryachund, ot irregular ſtanza. 


us hreedeyum nẽwẽnẽẽtum, &c. | 


Tranſlated thus: 


The good man's heart is like butter, 

The poets ſay; but herein they are miſtaken: 
Upon beholding another's life expoſed to calamities, 
The good man melts bu it is not or jo with butter | 


. + Gretry. * Corelli. 2 
K e My 
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My relation Mr. Halhed, in confirmation of this truth, namely, 
* that utter does not melt at another man's calamities,” ſays, The 
% fimile is not juſt, becauſe it (that is, butter) does not expreſs the 
& Powers 0 ene which are the characteriſtic part of the good 
„ man's diſpoſition.” How deep and ingemious both the text and 
the comment! In vain will the Genin of the Weſt attempt 70 
awaſh their fleps in ſympathetic oriental butter like this. When ſhall 
we ſee the ſtreams of their poetry poured forth like rivers of oil? 
It is no longer to be conteſted ; they are not merely the 5 


To Maronis. _ __ 
Altiſoni dubiam facientia carmina palmam ; 


they are inconteſtably ſuperior. May no one ever attempt to deſtroy 
the generous ſtock ; may it pullulate for ever with increaſing vigour! 
But ſhould any unholy Goth preſume to lift his arm againſt it, 
it will bloom even in deſtruction; and, like its own ſandal-tree, 
impart even to the edge of the unfeeling axe its aromatic flavour. 


Let me once more claim your attention; you ſee that our 
Northern and Weſtern. beauties are mere. lifeleſs clods to theſe : 
The Gentoos, I find, believe in a Metempſychoſis; and Mr. Halhed, 
ſays, An ancient Shaſter, called the Gzera, written by Adhae 
“ Doom, has à beautiful fianza upon this ſyſtem of tranſmigration, 
5+ which he compares to a change of dreſs.” * 


An Ahblogue Chabee Chund; 
On the tranſmigration of ſouls. 


Wasams& jeernanee yet, ha wethaye, &c. 


Tranſmigrated into-Engliſh thus : 
As,, throwing aſide his old habits, 
A man puts on others. that are new; 
So, our lives quitting the old, 
Go to other newer animals. 


[ 39 

We here perceive the beauties of poetry in compariſon united ; 

I refrain my admiration, or its ecſtaſy would know no bounds; Let 

us next lend our ear to ſage philoſophy, which may allay the ſtrong 
ferment, and compoſe the ſoul to holieſt meditation. 


My Halhed informs me, “ that the four Beids (or ſacred ſerip- 
« tures) are not in verſe as has been erroneouſly imagined, but in 
n kind of meaſured proſe, called Pungtee Chund; but when he 
has raiſed our expectation, he then depreſſes it, by obſerving that 
« from the many obſolete terms uſed in the Beids, from the con- 
« ciſeneſs and obſcurity of their dialect, and from the particularity 
& of the modulation in which they muſt be recited, they are now 
% hardly intelligible; very few of the moſt learned Pundits, and thoſe 
& only who have employed many years of painful fludy upon this one 
<« taſk, pretend to have he ſmallef} knowledge of the originals.” 
What a mortifying and melancholy conſideration this! How ſhall 
it be repaired? Comments alone can ſupply the deficiency; and 
fortunately many have been penned ; ** one whereof was written by 
«+ Biſeſht Mahamoonee, or The mat wwiſe, a great writer and pro- 
„ phet, who is ſaid to have written in the Suttee Fogue,” or Firſt 
Age of the World.” The ſtile of this writer is ſaid to be clear, 
but very coneiſe. I ſhall give a ſpecimen of his comment on the 
firſt chapter of the Reig Beid, on the Power of the Supreme Being. 
The original begins thus : SY OO Bo ers RENEE e 

| Shree Genaeſhaye Nemeh, &c. 

Part of which tranſlated is as follows: but it cannot too often be 
inculcated, how much the original muſt be ſuperior :' which de- 
monſtrates the neceſſity of cultivating the original tongue. © 


& By the omniſcient ſpirit (Brehm) the operations of God are 
& enlivened ; by this ſpirit the twenty-four powers of nature are 
 « animated. How is this? As the eye by the fun, as the pot by the 
&« fre, as iron by the magnet, as variety of imitations by the mimic, 
« as fire by the fuel, as the ſhadow by the man, as duſt by the 
« wind, as the arrow by the ſpring of the bow, and as the ſhade by 


* Tranſlator's Pref. to Code of Gentoo Laws, p. xxxill, ed. 8 o. 
| „„ —_ 


"GP 1 
Ide tree; ſo by this ſpirit, the world is endued with the powers 
of intelle&t, the powers of the will, and the powers of action; 
* fo that if it emanates from the heart by the channel of the ear, 
eit cauſes the perception of /ounds ; if it emanates from the heart 
* by the channel of he fern, it cauſes the perception of the touch; 
F it emanates from the heart by the channel of 7he eye, it cauſes 
* the perception of wifible objects; if it emanates from the heart by 
the channel of 7he 7ongue, it cauſes the perception of faßte; it 
+ emanates from the heart by the channel of the noſe, it cauſes the 
perception of ſinell. This alſo invigorating the five members of 
action , and invigorating the five members of perception I, and 
e invigorating the five Elements 8 and invigorating the five ſenſes, 
© and invigorating the zhree diſpoſitions of the mind, &c. cauſes the 
5 creation or the annihilation of the univerſe ; while itſelf beholds 
every thing as an mdifferent ſpectator. I berefore this omniſcience 
thus centered in Brebm is called Serwaeſher (or the Lord of all); 
„ and this Lord, as a player doth, is perpetually ſhifting his mode 
of operation, by a variety of gradations, as 4 dancer ſhiſts his fleps.” 
Thus far the doctrine of the Reid. 


Here at one view are diſplayed the moſt ſublime figures of ſpeech, 
the moſt recondite erudition, and the ſoundeſt philoſophy... For 
behold the twenty-four powers of nature called into animation ! 
Pots boiling on the fire, imitations cauſed by mimics, and ſhadows _ 
by trees; then , emanations and channels; invigorations of all 
members, elements, ſenſes, and difpoſitions; creation. and annihi- 
lation; while the Supreme Being himſelf is repreſented; not as ſu» 
perintending his works by his Providence (according to vulgar cou- 

ceptions) but in his true light, as an mndifferent ſpeftator ; though 
exerting, as occaſion requires, all the energy ofa player, joined to 
the agility of a dancer. Let my ſons bow to ths recondite philo- 


+ Hand, Foot, Tongue, Arms, and Yard. 
1 Ear, Eye, Noſe, Mouth, and Skin. . K i . 
$ Beſides the four, the Hindoos add a fifth, a ſubtle æther, which they call Akaſh, 
and ſuppoſe to be the medium of ſound.—N. B. One would think Sir Iſaac Newton 
had been dabbling in Hindoo Philoſophy, 1 | | 
| Defire, Paſſion, and Tranquillity. 7 
mT fophy ; 


. | 
ſophy; let them forſake the olive grove. and the ſtoried “ Portico, 
and mix in hallowed co 
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Moreover, that the world may be; convinced of the true uſe, of 


Allegory and its livelieſt power; I ſhall indulge, them with a very 
ſmall part of the explanation of the A/hummee Fug, or the Ceremony 
of the Sacred Horſe +. oil Bas io! 


„The head of that unblemiſhed Horſe is the ſymbol of the 


*© morning ; his eyes are the ſun;;-;his body; typifies-one. entire year; 
& his back, Paradiſe ;: his belly the plains; his hoof this earth; 


6 his ſides. the four quarters of the heavens ;. his bones are #he con- 
* fellations of the fixed ftwrs; (Dii Boni!) his fleſh the clouds; his 


and; his tendons, the rivers; his ſpleen and liver, the 


food, the i 
% mountains, &c. &c. &c. This, as my Halhed obſerves, is the 
very acme and entliufiaſm of allegory, and wonderfully diſplays the 
pictureſque powers of fancy in an Aſiatic Genius. 3535 


I have now deſcanted ſufficiently on the utility and importance 
of the Oriental Languages, to prove how futile all the objections 
muſt be which witlings and falſe philoſophers would raiſe againſt 
the immortal works of ſuch ſons of mine as a Watſon and a Rich- 
ardſon. How abſurd to cultivate thoſe falſe models of writing, the 
idle boaſt of Greece and Rome, in preference to the lore of inmoſt 
Afia, the treaſures yet unexplored, the philoſophy of hoary Bramins 
and venerable Pundits. 9 I | 


May the Shanfcritta, the Perſian, the Arabian tongues become 
the darling objects of the literary hope of Albion; may they re- 
nounce the vanities of former ages; and as to the Language of Pa- 
leſtine, the Hebrew dialect, may it fink into deſerved and univerſal 
contempt, as no man, in this entightened age, could with propriety 
pore over a language which poſſeſſes but oNE Book, whole tenets: 


„ Quoque docet braccatis illita Medis Porticus. PERö. 
+ Tranſlator's Pref. to the Code of Gentoo Laws, p. xvili. 
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and dodrine every wiſe nan hath long ſince refuſed/'to! embrace. 
What is the tinfel of an Haiah, the chingusnt of an Ezechiel, the 


idle modulation of the Moſaic Job, or the frantic viſions of à Daniel; 
when compared with the energy of a Firdouſi, the ſterling bul- 
Hon of 'an Ebu't Fated; the Tdftofous melody of an Hafeézi, or 
the hallowed” tranſports of Atabia's Prophet? Henceforth may 
the powers diſplayed in ithe elimes of the South be no longer had 
in remembrance ; Jet the North and the Weſt bow with willing 
ſubmiſſion before the Genius of all-conquering Aſia ! 

Mere the warm planet eipens and ſublimes |: 
The Well- a' d Beauties of thoſe favour'd! climess 
Du Phebts is a bungler in his trade; 115 | 

His Keeneft arrows are in ASIA made }, 
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